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INFO OCT-OI NEA-11 ISO-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 INK- 10 
NSAE-00 /035 W 

099602 I70737Z/I1 

R 16I427Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USINT BAGHDAD 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 8402 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 3456 

ATHENS FOR RTDO 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP, SY 

SUBJECT: SYNDICATE OF ENGINEERS REQUEST EOR U.S. SEMINARS AND 
SPEAKERS 

1 . EMBASSY COMMERCIAL SECTION AND CHARGE HAVE TALKED WITH 
OFEICIALS OF THE SYRIAN SYNDICATE OE ENGINEERS, THE 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION OF ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS IN 
SYRIA. OFEICIALS NOTED THAT THERE WAS INTENSE INTEREST 
AMONG THE ENGINEERS TO KEEP ABREAST OE THE LATEST TECHNIQUES 
AND ADVANCES IN THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS. TO THIS END, 
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SYNDICATE HAS SPONSORED AND HELPED TO ORGANIZE SEMINARS 
CONDUCTED BY FOREIGN ENGINEERS. SYNDICATE REPS CITED 
AS ONE EXAMPLE RECENT SIMINAR ON STEEL STRUCTURES 
PUT ON BY THE ERENCH, WHICH ATTRACTED INTENSE INTEREST 
ON THE PART OF THE ENGINEERS, AND ATTENDANCE OF SEVERAL 
TOP SARG OEFICIALS. THEY STATED THAT ENGINEERS (MANY 
OF WHOM ARE U.S. TRAINED) WOULD WELCOME SIMILAR EVENTS 
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WITH U.S. FIRMS, EITHER FORMAL SEMINARS INVOLVING 
AMERICAN ENGINEERS ON THE ABOVE MODEL, OR MORE INFORMAL 
DISCUSSIONS INVOLVING ONE OR TWO VISITING ENGINEERS. 
DIRECTOR OF SEMINAR PROGRAMS STATED THEY WOULD PREFER 
AS TOPICS TO BE OFFERED, URBAN PLANNING CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING, AND ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN, BUT WOULD BE 
WILLING TO CONSIDER MORE SPECIALIZED EIELDS SUCH AS 
COMMUNICATIONS OR ELECTRICAL ENERGY. 

2. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT SYNDICATE REQUEST PRESENTS AN 
EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY EOR U.S. A/E EIRMS AND CONTRACTORS 
TO INTRODUCE THEMSELVES TO THE SYRIAN MARKET. USDOC 
SHOULD KEEP SYNDICATE REQUEST IN MIND IN ITS PLANNING 
OF TRADE PROMOTION ACTIVITIES. IN PARTICULAR, WE PROPOSE 
FOLLOWING POSSIBILITIES EOR CONSIDERATION: 

(A) INDIVIDUAL VISITS: ADDRESSEE POSTS ARE REQUESTED 

TO MAKE KNOWN TO APPROPRIATE REPS HEADQUARTERED IN OR 
TRAVELING THROUGH RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES CONTENTS OE ABOVE. 
POSTS SHOULD FORWARD ANY EXPRESSION OE INTEREST TO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS. 

(B) SPINOFFS: AT TANGIER THERE WAS DISCUSSION OF 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV'S PROPOSAL FOR SPINOFF VISITS TO 
TEL AVIV OF COMPANY REPS PARTICIPATING ON EUROPEAN 
TRADE MISSIONS. WE BELIEVE IDEA IS ADAPTABLE TO THIS 
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SITUATION. THERE ARE SEVERAL TRADE MISSIONS SUCH AS 
ELECTRICAL GENERATING SYSTEMS, COMMUNICATIONS EQUIP- 
MENT, WATER RESOURCES, AS WELL AS TEHRAN TRADE CENTER 
EVENTS DURING FY 79 THAT MIGHT, DEPENDING ON THEIR 
COMPOSITION, BE SUITABLE FOR SPINOFF TREATMENT WITH 
THE SYNDICATE OF ENGINEERS. ELECTRICITY OEFERS 
PARTICULARLY INTERESTING POSSIBILITIES BECAUSE OE 
AID- WORLD BANK EUNDING FOR A MAJOR RURAL ELECTRIFICATION 
PROGRAM. A SHORT VISIT OF TWO OR THREE COMPANY REPS 
FOR A SESSION WITH ENGINEERS SYNDICATE, AS WELL AS 
DISCUSSIONS WITH AID, WOULD BE MOST USEEUL. 

(C) TRADE MISSIONS: FINALLY, ACTIVE CONSIDERATION 
SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE POSSIBILITY OP SCHEDULING A 
TECHNICAL SALES SEMINAR AND/OR TRADE MISSION IN THE 
FIELDS OF URBAN PLANNING, CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING, 

AND ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN FOR SYRIA. SUCH A MISSION 
WOULD, WE THINK, RECEIVE ACTIVE SUPPORT FROM THE 
ENGINEERS SYNDICATE. (EMBASSY HAS ALREADY REPORTED 
SEPTEL ON FEB 79 CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT TM PROPOSED 
FOR SYRIA.) 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


3. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST USDOC COMMENTS ON 
ABOVE POINTS. REQUEST ALSO PASS ABOVE TO ROGER 
MCCAULEY, WHO WILL BE VISITING DAMASCUS lUNE 29. 
PELLETREAU 
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NNN 
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